
NCAA Initial-Eligibility Requirements: 
 

DIVISION I DIVISION I (08/01/16) DIVISION II DIVISION III 
Graduate from high school; Graduate from high school; Graduate from high school; Division III colleges and universities  
Complete these 16 core courses: Complete these 16 core courses: Complete these 16 core courses: develop student-athletes potential  
  4 years of English;   4 years of English;     3 years of English; through a holistic educational approach 
  3 years of math (Algebra I or higher);   3 years of math (Algebra I or higher);     2 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher); that includes rigorous academics, com- 
  2 years of natural or physical science    2 years of natural or physical science      2 years of natural or physical science petitive athletics and opportunity to 
    (including 1 year of lab science if      (including 1 year of lab science if      (including 1 year of lab science if pursue many interests and passions. 
    offered by your high school);     offered by your high school);     Offered by your high school); Student-athletes are responsible for their 
1 extra year of English, math, or natural  1 extra year of English, math, or natural      3 additional years of English, math, own paths and are provided with many 
    physical science;        physical science;        Or natural or physical science; opportunities to develop within a  
2 years of social science; and 2 years of social science; and     2 years of social science; and comprehensive educational experience. 
4 years of extra core courses (from any 4 years of extra core courses (from any     4 years of additional core courses  Division III minimizes the conflicts  
    category above, or foreign language,     category above, or foreign language,     (from any category above, or foreign between athletics and academics through  
   comparative religion or philosophy);    comparative religion or philosophy);     Language, comparative religion or shorter playing and practicing seasons, 
Earn a minimum required GPA in your Earn a minimum required GPA in your     Philosophy); a lower number of contests, no red- 
    core courses; and     core courses; and Earn a 2.000 GPA or better in your core shirting or out-of-season organized 
Earn a combined SAT or ACT sum score Earn a combined SAT or ACT sum score Courses; and activities, and focus on regional in- 
    that matches your core-course GPA     that matches your core-course GPA Earn a combined SAT score of 820 or an season and conference play. 
    and test score sliding scale (for      and test score sliding scale (for  ACT sum score of 68.  For individuals  
    example, a 2.400 core course GPA      example, a 2.400 core course GPA  Enrolling at a college or university in Division III college-bound student- 
    needs an 860 SAT score).     needs an 860 SAT score). Puerto Rico, earn a combined Prueba de athletes are not certified by the NCAA 
 Full Qualifier must: Aptitud Academica score of 730. Eligibility Center because Division III 
 Complete 16 core courses as above;  colleges and universities each set their 
 10 of the 16 core courses must be  own admissions standards and there are 
     completed before the 7th semester of  no initial-eligibility requirements for the 
     high school  division.  College-bound student- 
 7 of the 10 core courses must be English,  athletes should contact their Division III 
     math or science   College or university regarding policies  
 Have a minimum core-course GPA of  on admission, financial aid and athletics 
     2.300  eligibility. 
     Grades earned in the 10 courses    
     required before senior year are  
     “locked in” for purposes of GPA 
     calculation. 
     A repeat of any of the “locked in” 
     courses will not be used to improve 
     the GPA if taken after the 7th semester 
     begins. 
 Meet the competition sliding scale 
     Requirement of GPA and ACT/SAT 
     score (this is a new scale with in- 
     creased GPA/test score requirements;  
 


