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2023 ST. BEDE ABBEY & ACADEMY QUICK FACTS 

2023 Fall Enrollment: 271 students / 60 freshmen, 71 sophomore, 71 juniors, 69 seniors. 

Tuition: $6,800 - Actual cost to educate a St. Bede student $15,393. 

Superintendent: Mrs. Eve Postula ’84. 

Principal: Mr. Nick McLaughlin - Mrs. Michelle Mershon retired June 30 after 25 years. 

Abbot: Abbot Michael Calhoun ’89 - Abbot Philip Davey ‘65 retired in April 2022 after 11 years. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Priests still active at St. Bede 

Chaplain: Fr. Ronald Margherio ’68. 

Religion Department: Fr. Dominic Garramone. 

• 8 total monks currently living in the monastery residence they moved to on campus in 
June of 2022. Fr. Harold Datzman ’56 passed away June 24, 2023.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Boarders in fall of 2023: 37 boarders from: China, Vietnam, Korea, Bangladesh, Turkey, 
Ukraine, Japan, Portugal, Arkansas, Massachusetts.  

21 girls, 16 boys living in St. Scholastica Dorm. 

• Boys on 4th floor (renovated summer 2022) St. John’s Hall. 

• Girls on 3rd floor (newly renovated summer 2023) St. Anne’s Hall. 

• 1st floor common rooms include: St. Benedict Dining Hall, Clubhouse/Rec Room, Music 
& Arts Room, Exercise Room, Meditation Room. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Projects recently completed and in progress 

Abbey Church renovations completed spring  ‘22–Auction 2021 Fund-A-Need. 

Updates to the Gym: completed summer ‘22, refinishing of floor by Class of ’71. 

Historic “old main” stairwell restoration summer ’22 - basement to 3rd floor by Class of ’72. 

Legacy Project Academy Renovations: 

• Wing 1 - North corridor of the Second Floor completed August 2022. 

• Wing 2 - South corridor of the Second Floor completed in December 2022. 

• Wing 3 - North corridor of the First Floor completed August 2023. 

What’s Next: $1,110,000 needs to be raised to finish Academy renovations on the First Floor.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Legacy Project Campaign Overview 

2014-2023 

91.5% or $12,330,000 funded and work complete 

 
 

$1,110,000 needed to finish Academy renovations on the 1
st

 Floor to 
complete Phase 3 of the Legacy Project Capital Campaign 



 

 

 

 

 

The Legacy Project – Phase 3 – Academy Renovations 

Since the beginning of the capital campaign in 2014, more than $12.3 million, has been raised and has fully 

funded Phase 1: Fire/Life Safety Academy Improvements/Gateway Arch, Phase 2: Perino Science Center, 
 Phase 3: Wings 1, 2 and 3  

Quick Facts about Wing 1, 2 and 3 of Phase 3 

Wing 1 (north corridor, 1st floor) renovated & opened fall of 2022: 

• 6 Classrooms for English and History 

• Computer Science Center 

• Teacher Collaboration Room  

Wing 2 (south corridor 2nd floor) renovated & opened spring of 2023: 

• 4 Classrooms for Math 

• Bruins Learning Center 

• Teacher Collaboration Room  

• Chaplain’s Office      

• 2 Offices 

State of the art Improvements in Wings 1 & 2:  

• Improved Lighting 

• Climate Controlled Classrooms 

• New windows 

• Modern desks 

• Lockers and benches in hallway 

• New Flooring 

• Viewsonic boards in Classrooms 

• Woodwork restored 

Wing 3 (north corridor, 1st floor) renovated and opened fall of 2023: 

• 3 Classrooms for Foreign Language and Religion 

• Teacher Collaboration Room  

• Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

• The Loft 

• 7 Offices 

Thanks to the Auction Fund-A-Need: Furniture and Fixtures. Goal:$160,000, Raised: $135,000. All classroom and 
teacher collaboration room furnishings were purchased for Wings 3 and 4.  

 
What’s Next? 

Wing 4 (south end, 1st floor): 2 classrooms, teacher collaboration room, and all 88 windows for the first floor 
estimated at $1.1 million.  

Thank you! We are grateful for every gift and every investment made is meaningful.  

Academy renovations Incorporate the look 

of the Perino Science Center (PSC) to 

provide continuity.  

Architects – Studio K, specialize in historic 

preservations and has preserved our historic 

look. Contractors: Vissering Construction & 

JB Contracting (both worked on the PSC). 

Same team returned to do the work for all 3 

wings.  
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Donor Room Signage Examples 
 

   

 





Major Gift Donors to The Academy Renovations- Phase Three that pledge or make an outright major gift will be 

acknowledged with a tile on the Phase Three Donor Wall (size of tile will correspond to gift amount) inside the Academy. 

The donor wall will be similar to Phase Two located in the Perino Science Center (see below) 



 Capital Campaign 

The Academy Renovations 

I/We are pleased to support Phase Three of the Legacy Project –The Academy Renovations. 

Enclosed is $_________________________as my outright gift.  

 

Saint Bede is a 501c3 and Tax ID # 36-218-2019 

Payments: Can be made online, by check, credit card, bank transfer, or transfer of securities or IRA.                                  

Check: Made payable to Saint Bede Abbey & Academy (please note: Legacy Gift) 

□ Credit Card: __Visa __MasterCard __Discover __AMEX   

Card Number______________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date______________________________   CVV# ________________ 

□ Secure Online Donation at www.st-bede.com and note: The Legacy Project  

□ Bank Transfer:                                                                                                                                        

Receiver ABA: 071902043 Bank Name: LaSalle State Bank Account #: 4502396                                  

Account Name: Saint Bede Academy, 24 W. US Hwy. 6, Peru, IL 61354.  

□ Gift of Securities/Stock, Donor Advised Fund and/or IRA Charitable Contribution:  

Please contact Julia Yaklich at 815-250-0359 or jyaklich@st-bede.com for instructions and information 
for gifts of this type. 

 

□ I (and/or my spouse) work for a matching gift company. Corporation Name: _____________________ 

 

□ I wish to remain anonymous  

Name(s) (please print) ____________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Mailing Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________ 

Home # ___________________ Cell # __________________ E-Mail _______________________ 

Signature _________________________________________________ Date _________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Mail To:  Saint. Bede Academy                                                                                                    

ATTN: Julia Yaklich, Director of Mission Advancement - Legacy Project                                                           

 24 W. US Hwy. 6, Peru, IL 61354                                                                                              

Or scan the completed pledge form and email to: jyaklich@st-bede.com. 

Your gift will be kept confidential, but included in the annual report unless requested to be anonymous. 

This Declaration of Intent is an expression of my/our present plans and is subject to revocation or modification. 10-19-22             

Phase Three 



 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Wire Transfer Instructions 

To make a contribution to St. Bede by a wire transfer please note the information below.  

 

 

Bank Account Information:  

Bank Name:          LaSalle State Bank 

Bank Address:    654 1st Street 

Bank City:             LaSalle 

Bank State:    IL 

Bank Zip Code:  61301 

Routing Number:  071902043 

Account Number: 4502396      

Name of Account: Benedictine Society of St. Bede    

 

Please contact Julia Yaklich, Director of Mission Advancement, with information on the amount 

of the wire transfer, the gift purpose, and the name of the donor.  

Contact by email:  jyaklich@st-bede.com 

Contact by phone: 815-250-0359   

St. Bede Academy’s Federal Tax Id Number: 36-218-2109 

 

mailto:jyaklich@st-bede.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift of Securities Notification Form 

To notify Saint Bede of a gift of securities, please contact us with complete donor information (name, 

address, phone number), the name and type of securities to be gifted, the number of shares, and the date 

you intend to make the gift. 

DTC Transfer of Stock 

Name and Address of Donor: _____________________________________________________ 

Security Description: ____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Transfer: ____________Number of Shares: ___________Approximate value: $_____________ 

In order to promptly and accurately credit a security gift to the appropriate donor, it is essential that the 

transfer instructions include the donor’s name and address.  Without this information it is difficult to 

identify the donors of certain securities and the gift designation. 

When you provide your broker these instructions to transfer the funds, please also have him/her contact 

us and confirm the name of the stock and the number of shares being transferred. The bank does not 

receive information about who is requesting the transfer, so we want to make sure your gift is credited 

to you. It is extremely important that the donor’s name is noted on the transaction/check so we can 

properly acknowledge your gift for your records and tax purposes. 

Deliver Shares to DTC broker #0075, Saint Bede Account#: 6954-7172 
LPL Financial Services, Our federal tax-exempt number is 36-218-2109 
LPL Financial Advisor Contact: Steve Witek (815) 223-3332  
 
In accordance with your instructions, once received the securities will be sold and specific proceeds you 

direct will be applied to the Phase 3 - Legacy Project  - Academy Renovations 

Please confirm the transfer of the above by signing below and return this form by email to: 
jyaklich@st-bede.com; or fax 815-223-8580 or mail to Saint Bede, 24 W US Hwy 6, Peru, IL 61354  
                                              
Signature of Donor:_________________________________________ Date:_______________ 

Thank you for your support of Saint Bede. 

If you or your broker has any questions about transferring stock, please contact: Julia Yaklich, Director of 

Mission Advancement & Major Gifts at (815) 250-0359 or jyaklich@st-bede.com  

mailto:jyaklich@st-bede.com
mailto:jyaklich@st-bede.com




SAMPLE REQUEST FROM PLAN OWNER TO IRA ADMINISTRATOR FOR 2023 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION 

[Donor Name] 

[Donor Address] 

 

_________________________________ 

 

_________________________________, 2023 

 

 

[Name of IRA Administrator] 

[IRA Administrator Address] 

[IRA Administrator phone and email] 

 

RE: Request for Charitable Distribution from IRA 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

Please accept this letter as my request to make a direct charitable distribution from my Individual Retirement Account 

# ________________________ as provided in The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 and Section 

408(d)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.  

 

Please issue a check in the amount of $_________________payable to St. Bede Academy and mail it to:  

 

St. Bede Academy 

Development Department 

Attn: Julia Yaklich 

24 West US Hwy 6 

Peru, IL 61356 

 

For wire or direct bank transfer of funds please note the following:  

• Receiver ABA: 071902043, Bank Name: LaSalle State Bank, Account #: 4502396. 

• Please include my name as donor in the reference. 

 

St. Bede Academy’s tax identification number is 36-218-2109. 

 

In your transmittal to St. Bede, please include my name and address as the donor of record in connection with this 

distribution. Please copy both me and St. Bede on your transmittal.  

 

It is my intention that this distribution qualify for exclusion from my taxable income during the 2023 tax year. 

Therefore, it is imperative that this distribution be delivered to St. Bede no later than Dec. 31, 2023.  

 

If you have any questions or need to contact me, I can be reached at ____________________.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  

Sincerely,  

 

__________________________ 

 

c.c. Julia Yaklich, St. Bede Academy  jyaklich@st-bede.com  


